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 MINUTES 
 

Northrop Frye School 
Parent School Support Committee (PSSC) 
Thursday November 26, 2015 at 7:30 pm 
Location: Library, NFS 

Action Item/ 
Person Responsible 

 

Regular Meeting 

In attendance: 

Tina Landry (principal), Jocelyn Keech, Tammy Crowley, Tracey Redmond, Tammy Orava, Alana MacGregor, Kim Silliker, 
Andrea Boudreau, Joy Cummings, Mary Dunnett, Sara Johnson, Dianne West Breau 
 

Regrets: Nick Psiloyenis, Amy Dorcas (VP), Donna Lagacy (VP), Marie Cail 

 

 
Call to Order 
 
Approval of the agenda 
 
Approval of minutes of the last meeting: deferred 
 

 
 
 

Executive Selection – Chair, Secretary 
 
Jocelyn Keech agreed to continue to serve as chair for the 2015-16 school year while Tammy 
Crowley agreed to assume the role of secretary. 
 

 

New Business 
 
Format for PSSC meetings: 

Meetings will be strictly limited to one hour in length.  This will require cooperation from all of the 
members to stick to the set agenda.  All members should feel free to call the meeting back to order 
should the discussion stray from the set agenda.  Although the PSSC generally functions by 
consensus, all members are encouraged to voice their opinion on a given topic. 
 
 
A letter from the District Education Council (DEC) regarding new school as well as the PSSC 
mandate was shared with the Committee.   The mandate of the PSSC, to support the administration 
at NFS, was reiterated.   The Committee was encouraged to focus on core activities as outlined in 
the PSSC Handbook. 
 
Follow up from PSSC Training 
 
Several members of the NFS PSSC attended a training session for the Anglophone East School Ms. 
Landry recommended that the handout from the “PSSC Pop Quiz” by Stacey Brown be included as 
an appendix to the minutes of this meeting.  

 
Parking Lot Safety 
 
Pedestrian barriers were purchased from Ontario, but the product received was not suitable for use 
in the school’s lot.  The possibility of having suitable units built locally is being investigated.  
 
Several PSSC members noted that traffic is getting worse.  Parents are getting verbally abusive in 
the Kiss and Ride line, dropping off students in the in bus loop, etc.   Parent and police presence 
would be helpful in these situations.  Brian Butler, a retired RCMP officer, is now working with the 
district.  Ms. Landry will contact him to get advice with respect to the situation.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Landry 
 
 

 
 
 
Check re Trimble, 
(Robert Brockbank) or 
NBCC shop classses 
Ms. Landry 
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As part of the effort to reduce car traffic, a survey with respect to school bus use had been 
discussed.  Pat Steeves, assistant transportation manager at the district, is open to the idea of a 
bussing survey.  Follow up and development of a survey should be considered.   
 
The Walking Wednesdays program was not restarted this fall due to staffing constraints.  This 
initiative requires parent volunteers in order to be continued. 
 
Portables update 
White boards have just arrived and are waiting for installation.  There have been issues with 
temperature in some of the units, but an electrician has been sent to the school to address the 
problem.  Staff noted there is a need additional coat hooks for the students assigned to these 
classes.  It was recognized that the middle school students lost a basketball net, and some space 
but there have been no complaints so far. Snow removal may complicate space issues with exterior 
space. 
 
Cafeteria 
A PSSC member raised concerns about safety issues when student helpers are handling food.  
There were overall concerns with students working in the Chartwells facilities given that there has 
been a significant cut in cafeteria staff. It was noted that students may be acting as unpaid labour 

to fill in any staffing gaps.  Jocelyn will contact Chartwell’s directly to outline the PSSC’s specific 
concerns.  Consideration was also given to contacting Public Health to relay concerns regarding 
food-handling practices. 
 
Playground 
Now that a long-term plan for the school has been established, investing in improvements to the 
playground should be prioritized.  There is a significant need for more pea gravel in the play area, 
and a need for improvement in the area next to the school where students tend to drop their 
bookbags while waiting for the bell to ring.  The PSSC recommended establishing a parent group to 
assist with playground maintenance. The Home and School should be consulted on both matters. 
Inquiries about landscaping should ideally be made in January, before contractors begin the spring 
season. 
 
Parent information sessions  - parking lot 
 
School Improvement Plan (SIP) and School Review Update 
 
This year’s work on the SIP involves reviewing the overall school goal, with a view to aligning it 
based on knowledge gaps seen in upper grade level and then working back to apply improvements 
at the lower grade levels.  For example, in students in higher grade levels were noted to have 
difficulties mathematical problem solving involving higher order thinking questions.  Problem solving 
involving literacy will be emphasized in lower grades with a view to encouraging students to think 
for themselves and developing skills that will improve these outcomes when they reach higher 
grade levels. 
 
A leadership team established has been established for the upcoming School Review. Team leaders 
and curriculum leaders have been selected. The NFS review is scheduled for shortly after March 
break.  It is expected to be a good experience for the school, with feedback on strengths and 
recommendations for improvement where required. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jocelyn Keech 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Summary -  

Ongoing school activities: 

Mad science, Bricks for Learning, coding, art club, choir, volleyball, chess, lego, soccer (NFS boys 
won the district championship), kendama club (grade 4-8). 
 
The Scooter Alley retail store is donating a Kendama a month for a fundraising raffle.  These items 
are currently very popular with students. 
 
The NFS “Houses” have raised $1700 for charities to date.  Charities include the Terry Fox run, 
Right to Play, and mental health.  A need for additional communication about fundraising activities 
was identified so parents can encourage students to participate in activities and fundraisers. 
NFS will once again be undertaking a toy drive and participating in the Fill the Bus holiday foodbank 
campaign.  Christmas dinner and Christmas concerts coming up in December.   
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Teachers are now doing regular curriculum newsletters to update parents.  Additional emphasis has 
been put on using the school website more for communications.  PSSC members requested that 
daily school announcements be added to the website.  Riverview middle and Trimble have 
successfully adopted this practice. 
 
Information about the District’s “What’s Happening” page is being forwarded to staff.  Houses will 
be encouraged to submit information highlighting the successful fundraising activities within the 
school. 
 
Due to a misunderstanding, the soccer field was not lined this fall.  The school assumed it was the 
responsibility of the City of Moncton.  It had previously been done as a courtesy by a staff member 
at the City, but they have now retired.  After some research, determined that it is BLCs’ 
responsibility as part of the agreement with the province. 
 
A PSSC member noted that Track and Field needs more pinneys.  Tina will follow up with Janika. 
 
This year’s Walk a Thon was very successful, raising a total of $9,900. 
 

New Long Term Staff 
Raoul Leblanc, replacing Tina Gallant 
Jackie Allanach replacing Katie Brinson. 
 

Home and School 
 
As a result of the September membership drive, 90 families have signed up for the 2015-16 school 
year.  In addition, there were lots of new faces at meetings this year. 
 
The October pizza and movie night was a huge success.  The event raised over $1700.  Another 
pizza and movie night is planned for the end of January. 
 
There are only two of the Jonny’s coupons book left for sale out of the  – only 2 left to sell out of 
the 150 purchased.  The profit will end up being over $2800.  There was an issue at the printers, 
causing a delay of one to two weeks on the delivery of books. 
 
The Mistletoe Market coming up in December.  70 vendors are scheduled to participate this year.  
Both the cafeteria and main floor will be used to make the layout less congested. 
 
 

 

Adjournment  
November 26, 2015 at 8:50 pm 

 

 
Next Meeting: to be announced 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dianne West Breau 
 

 

 


